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The 2010 Newbery Honor Book by highly acclaimed author Rodman Philbrick is now in

paperback!In this Newbery Honor-winning page-turner, twelve-year-old orphan Homer runs away

from Pine Swamp, Maine, to find his older brother, Harold, who has been sold into the Union Army.

With laugh-aloud humor, Homer outwits and outruns a colorful assortment of civil War-era thieves,

scallywags, and spies as he makes his way south, following clues that finally lead him to

Gettysburg. Even through a hail of gunfire, Homer never loses heart--but will he find his brother? Or

will it be too late? With engaging wit and comical repartee reminiscent of Mark Twain, master

storyteller Rodman Philbrick introduces us to the unforgettable character of Homer in his latest

groundbreaking novel.
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Ah, the inveterate child liar. The chronic juvenile dissembler. Is there any more classic character you

can name? Whether it's The Artful Dodger, Huck Finn, Tom Sawyer, The Great Brain or Soup from

the Soup books, there is always room in the canon for just one more boy fibber (girl fibbers are not

yet appearing the same numbers, I'm afraid). Now the best tellers of untrue tales often come from

Southern soil. They are born below the Mason-Dixon line and are capable of great feats of



derring-do, all the while escaping their own much complicated shenanigans. Credit Rodman

Philbrick then with coming up with a fellow that's so far North that to go any farther he'd have to be

Canadian. It's Homer P. Figg it is. Orphan. Storyteller. And the kid that's single-handedly going to

win the Civil War, whether he intends to or not.When you're stuck living with a scoundrel there's

nothing for it but to make the best of things. And for years Homer P. Figg and his older brother

Harold have made the best of living with their nasty ward and uncle Squinton Leach. A man so

dastardly that he finds a way to sell Harold into serving as a soldier for the Union. The year is 1863

and when Harold ends up accidentally conscripted Homer is having none of it. Why his brother

shouldn't legally be serving at all! Without further ado Homer takes his propensity for stretching the

truth and Bob the horse so as to catch up with the army and get his bro back. Things, however, do

not go smoothly. Before he finds Harold again Homer must endure blackguards, nitwits, shysters,

pigs, a traveling circus, and an unexpected tour of the stratosphere.
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